Ee a4 
LY”. . 
A 


DISCOURSE 


Antichrilt, 


AND THE 


APOCALYPS 


SHEWING 


| That the Number of the Beaſt xt « 


ought not to be Tranſlated 666 but 42 only, 
ThatChriſtians have raigned a 1000 years, 
_ And That Mahomet is the grand 
ANTICHRIST. 


_ 


By Ri chard Frankli ts 


_ —————— 


g$—_— 


—— 


- In ——- D>-—o———_—_—_—_ 


London, Printed for the Author 2; 167 5 . 


« , po "*] Is ©. + » . . 


EY 


PREFACE | 
READER 


4 HE cheif Deſign of this Diſcourſe is, to demonſtrate 
that the laſt and molt Beloved Apoſtle of Chriſt, St. 
Bus Fohn; was a moſt true, a moſt clear and Rhetorical 
Prophet : he Prophecyed of the three grand AMonar- 
| > * chiesof the World. | 
| - Firit, The Roman, 
Secondly, The Chriſtian. 
nl Thirdly, The T arkiſh Empires. 
Of The Roman, he Propheſies that after 42 Emperours had 
reigned, Baby!on ſhould fall, and Chriſtians ſhould riſe, Fulis 
Ceſar was the firlt, and Conſtantins Clorus was the forty ſecond 
and the laſt Pagan Emperour of Rome. | 
' Conſtantine A. was the 43, he pulled down Rome, and . 
ſet up a fifth Monarchy of Chriſtians at Conſtantinople, and the ; 
Chriſtians did hold the Empire and chief City of the VVorld in 
their handsa Thouſand years. And then Gog Magog (the Turk) 
Conquered them according to St. Zohrs Propheſic, | 
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To the Reader. | 


For Conſtantine 2, the Founder of the Chriſtian Monarchy, 
began his reign at Rome 4170-310, 4nd at Conſtantinople anno 
315. Ortoman the the chief Turk azo 1300. began his King- 
dome at Saguta, Which was but ten or fifteen years before the 
Chriſtians Millennium was compleated. Buta Kingdom is not 
ſaid to be Conquered, when ſome ſmall Towns and Provinces 
in the Frontiers are invaded and taken ; but when the King and 
Imperial City and Army is totally vanquiſhed : neither could 
the Tartarians With all their Force and Numbers, overcome the 
Saints or ruine the Emperony and the Beloved City of Criſten- 
dome, Conſtantinople, till after they had rcigned above a Thou- 
fand years. os 

An ſince Gog agog with the Saracens, &c, have been the 
greateſtdeſtroyers of Chriſtendome, and fince their falſe Prophet 
ſo much oppoſes and exalts himſelf above Chrif, I thercſore 
pronounce Aabomiet to bs the grand Antichriſt, 


Farewel. 
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DISCOURSE 


ANTICHRIST 


AND THE 


APOCALYPS, &c. 


the name of Antichriſt is commonly uſed as an ugly Bear- 
thin vizard; that one party puts on the face of another par- 
ty,to render it the- more odious ; ardevery party, right or 
wrong, is ſure to be branded with the Nick-name of Anri- 


It my converſe with Books and Men, I have obſerved that 


chriſtian, as every oppreſſed or conquered party Comforts. 
themſelves with the name of Perſecuted, and Martyrs, 

The Parriark of Conſtantinople was firit called Antichriftian 
by the B:iſhof of Rome, afterwards the Pope was proclaimed 


Antichri by the Proteſtants; in the Raign of our King Charls 
the firſt, the Presbyterians called our Biſhops Antichriſiian ; 
in Crowwells time the Quakers, and other Seltariſts called the 
rigid Presbyterians, Antichriſtian; and our Holy Univerſities, 


' and ozr Royal City at its laſt Conflagration, have been reviled as 


Seats of the Whore of Babylon, 
' The Antrentshavealſo had as ſtrange phanſies of A4ntichreft, 
that he ſhould be begotten by a Diabolical I-cubzs; and that 
Enochand Elias are the two Witneſſes in the Revelations, who 
appearing on Earth again, and Propheſyingagainſthim, ſhould 
be ſlain by him. ; | 
The Schoolemen likewiſe have betrayed themſelves to be but 
blind Hagarens, that they could notſee the myſtery of iniqui- 
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ty, inthe Saracens, and though they ſaw St. Pauls Prophefie 
of the fall-ng away of the Nations from the Roman Emperour 
exactly fulfilled, yet {till cheir concluſion was, that Antichriſt 
#5 not yet comes the reaſon was, I ſuppoſe, eithcr their ignorance 
or rather fear, becauſe their Pope looked and acted ſo much like 
Antichriſt, and therefore Aquinas and the reſt of the School-en 
are very ſparing in Writing on this point, ſome Modern Di- 
vines make Antichriſt to be an emulatour, or Vicar of Chriſt 
or one that pretends'to be for Chriſt in word, but in deed; is a- 
Sainit him, and ſo Aztichrift mutt bethe grand Hypocrite in 
the World. | ; 

Others think to ſalve all difficulties by diſtinguiſhing between 
the mean Antichriſt, and the main or grand Antichriſt , and 
this is again ſubdivided into Antichriſt within the Church, and 
Antichriſt without the Church; and they ſay, every ſinner is 
a petty Antichriſt in a large ſence, but itrictly and properly 
Antichriſt is (as Aquinas defines him) caput omnium malorum 
 #n perfettione walitice, the wickedelt rogue, the greateſt oppo- 
ſer of Chriſt in the World. 

For my part I believe, that the term Antichriſt ought not to 
be ſtretched to ſo large a ſence, as to comprehend all ſorts of 
Enemies or all kinds of {inners againſt Chri.t,but only ſome par- 
ticular ſorts, forif every kind of oppoſition of Chrilit, if every 
ſmall degree of finning did formally denominate ans conſtitute a- 
ny perſon an Antichriſt, then the greateſt degree or kind of 
wickedneſs would render a perſon the grand Antichriſt, andif 
ſo, then we need ſeek no farther, jor then the Devil muſt be the 
Antichriſt, for the Devilis a greater adverſary to Chriſt anda 
wickeder perſon then any manin the World can poſſibly be : 
Yea heis the prime cauſe of all Arherſme, intichriſtianiſme,of all 
Hereſie and Sin in the World, yet he can't bean'Arheif?, or an 
Antichriſt, for he believes that Jeſus is come in the Fleſh, and 
is truly the Son of God, Mar, 1.24. Mar. 3.11, | 

| Beſides, the Devil oppoſed Chriſt in his life time, and his 
Religion and Diſciples in the Apoſtles. dayes, as much as ever 
fince,but the grandAntichriit was not to appear,till /a/ rhe dayes, 
ſo there are many Hereticks and vicious rvers inthe Church,.yet 


Hereſie and vice only puts them under the number and ſpecies 
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a. 
of bad reprobate Chriſtians in contradiction to the good and Or. 
thodox Chriſtians, but they can no more be called Antichriſts, 
then the Heretical Phariſees and vicious Sadducees could be called 
Anti-Fews, for they Worſhipped no other God, but the God 
of the Jews. b 

Therefore, I ſhall interpret the 'Word Antichrif, as any ra- 
tional man would interpret an Anti-moſes, Anti-mahomet, Anti- 
Few or Anti-Gentile, fora man or Generation of men of a con- 
trary Religion to either of them, For Aztichriſ#- cannot be a 
Chriitian but muſt bea fect of men, or'elſe the head and ring- 
leader of a Faction or ſortof men, that are of a contrary Relios- 
on to Chriſts, for the word Antichriſt is ment ioned in no place of 
Scripture but in St, Fohns Epiitles only, 1 John 2. 22,23. 2 epiſt. 
7, heis Antichriſt that denies the Father, and the Son, and that 
denies that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh; now neither of St. Fohns 
definitions can agree to any Chriitians in -the World, for ſuch 
either never were, orelſe do ceafe to be Chriſtians, for ſuch as 
deny that the Aeſſias is already come,are Jews ;t hey that deny 
the Father and the Son, deay the very effential form of Baptiſm, 
by which men are conlitituted Chriitians, ſuch deny the cheif 
Articles of our Creed, the incarnation of Chriſt, and the Trimty. 
And who and what were thoſe many Antichriſts that were in St.. 
Fohns dayes, I F-hn 2.18, are expounded by St. Fohn himſelf, 
ver. 19. to be ſuch as went out from theChurch,and ſo-diſcovered 
themſelves not to be true Chriſtians : there were many Anti- 
chriſtian Fews, and Heathens in St. Fohns time, and many other 
prophane Gnoſticks, that were plotting and contriving another 
new Religion, in contempt of and oppoſition to Chriſte, for this 
myſtery of iniquity began 'to work in St, Pauls dayes, 2 Theſ. 2. 
Beſides ,cheſeAntichriſtsare diretly oppoſed to:thoſe that 2x» 73 
xei0ue or had the Chriitian Religion ſtill abiding in them, ». 24. 
- 27. for xgiowa is the only proper word in Greek for Chriſtianity, 
and it comes from the ſame greek radix as Chriſt, and therefore 
mult be the formal abſtract, that denominates any ſubject 
Chriſtian... | Ml X 

And if yon interpret this xgious the holy unition of the Spirit 
of Grace, the ſence is ſtill the ſame ; for they that have-not'the 
Spirit of Chriſt are none of Chriſts, Row, $, 19. - | 
| | Fhere- 
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"Therefore ſay again, that the gereral Eſſence of Antichriſt, 
conſiſts in the contrariety of Religion to Chritis, evenas an Ax- 
ti-Socinian, an Anti-Tutheran, or Anti-Papiſt, is one of a con- 
trary opinionto the Socinians, Lutherans, Papiſis, | 

For itimplyes as much a contradiction to affirm, that Ante- 
chriſt can be a Chriſtian, as that an Anti-Moſes or an Anti- 
A1abomet ſhould be one of Aſoſes or MHabomers Religion ; now 
fince there are three Religions in the World, and but three only 
contrary to the Religion of Chriit, hence I inferre, that there 
are three, and but three ſorts of Aztichriſts, Fews, Heathens, 
and Mahometarnr, 

The Jews deny that Chriſt is yet come in the Fleſh; the Zea- 
thexs worſhipped other. feigned Gads, beſides the true God of the 
Chriltians, and both moſt maliciouſly perſecuted the Name, 
Religion, and Diſciples of Jeſus, therefore they both were 
formally Anrichriſts, FOR: 

But yet both St, Fohn and St. Paul expected and Propheſied 
that in the /aſ# dayes, after their death, upon the falling away of 
the Nations from the Roman Emperour,, or (as others ſay) of 
Chriſtians from the Faith, another worſe and wickeder Anti- 
chriſt ſhould appear, who thould oppoſe and exalt himſelf a- 


gSainſt Chriſt more then either Jews or Heathens,.2 Theſ. 2, 2. 


33 4 5» 6. Foal : EY 9 53. © TRE - 133 -L ; 
q +3 and Cry has been, ſent for this Antichr;f# throughout. the 
Earth, all the marks of the beaſt deſcribed, and: they that have 
been taken upon ſuſpicion are the Pope: of Rome and Maho- 
met. | - 
But the main ground of mens miſtakes in this controverſie, 
is their mifinterpreting and wrong applying of St. Fobns Pro- 
Pheſic of the Whore Babylon, and the Beaſt thereof. ol T4 

Tis granted on all ſides, that Bebyloz in the Revelation, isnot 


the Eaſtern Babylon of Semiramrs and Nebuchadnezzar in Chal- 


daea,for that was deftroyed byCyrm the Perſian,andall the Jewiſh 
Propheſies againſt her were fulfilled long before St.-Fobxs time, 
Therefore this new Babylon muſt be ſome other great. City like 
unto old Babylen for 1dolatryand perſecuring of the Saints. * 
1, And firſt, the CharaCter of the Whore of Babylon inthe 


17, chapter of the Revelations can agree. to no 'other Qity inthe _ 


world 
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world but to Rome only,becauſe no other City in St, Fohns days 
reigned over all the Kings and Nations of the Earth, but Rome 
only ; yet in point of Prudence and Policy the Apoſtles did not 
openly and plainly Prophefie the deitruction of Rowe, for fear 
of exaſperating the Romans to greater cruelty againit Chr4- 
7ans, 

2.No other City then was built on ſeven Hills,but Rowe only, 
Viz. 1, Mons Palatints, 2, Capitolinus, 3. Viminals, 4. A- 
wentinus, 5, Eſyuilinus, 6. Calins, 7, Quirinalts, 

3. Noother Country was deitroycd by ren Kings, which in 
St. Fohns time had not the name and Power of Kings, bur the 
Countrey of Rome only ; there were indeed many more Kings 
which erected Monarchies in the remote Dominions of the o/4 
Rowan Empire, :sin Germany and Þrittain, &c, Which never 
came near,ur cntred /raly with Holtile Armies : Therefore I ſhall 
infilt only on thoſe ten Kings which invaded Jtaly and deſtroyed 
the City Rome, | | 

1. The firſt was Alaricus King of the Gothes, 

2, Attila King of the Hunnes. 

3; Genſericu King of the Vandals, 

4. Byorous King of the Alani or Lithuani, then the Gothes 
invaded /ralyand ſacked Rome again, 

5. Odoacer King of the Herwl:. 

6, Gundebaldus King of the Burgundians, 

7. Alboinus King of the Lombards. 

8. The King of the French, Pipin,and Charles the Great his 
Son, the firit Emperour of the Germans, who with his French 
and German Souldiers made a mo{t complete conqueſt of all 
Ttaly. 

9. Mahomet 111, King of the Saracens who conquered 1Va- 
ples and fired the very Suburbs of Rome. | 

10. Mahomet thegreat,Ring of the Turks who took Otrants 
and frightned the people of Rome out of theirHabitations, ſo that 
the City was left naked and deſvlate, ſome of theſe Kings inva- 
ded the Country of Rowe ſeveral times, as the Burgundians 
twice invaded /taly. 

So the Gothes took Rome twice, yet their King T heodoricws is 
not to be accounteda different King from Alaricw, bean 

| b | they 
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they were both Kings of the ſame blood, of one and the fame 
Nation and People; thelike may beſaid of the French Kings 
and German Emperozrs, the Succeſlors or Countrymen of 
Charles the great, for the French and Germans were all one in 
the days of Charles A... Yea toilluſtrate the Truth of this Pro- 
phehie according to the preſent ſtate of 7raly, ſince 'twas ranfack- 
cd by theſe rc Kings and firice the fall of molt of rheir King- 
domes and Power in /taly, *tis again ordered by Divine Pro- 
vidence, that Jraly is divided into ten States and Princtpalities, 
no more nor lefle, as Ee 
. The Kingdome of Maples. 
. The Popedome of Rowe. 
. The Commonwealth of Yenzce. 
. The Dukedomeof Florence. 
. The Dukedome of llazn. 
. The Dukedome of Mantua, 
The Dukedome of Vrbine. 
The Principate of Parma. 
. TheStatcof Genoa. 
10. TheState of Luca. 

4thly. No other City had ſeven ſorts of Kngs, or ſeven forms 
of Governments, whereof five before St. Fohns time were fallen, 
tte ſixth then was, and the ſeventh was to come ſhortly, but 
Rome only, | 

7. The Rownlean Kings. 

2. Conſuls, 

3. Decemuni, 

4. Triumviri, 

5. Diltatours. 

6, Pagan Emperonrs, 7 

7. Chriſtian or Conſtantinopolitan Emperours. I know that the 
ſeventh Kino of Rome is commonly reputed the Pope, but that 
contradicts all Reaſon and Hiſtory of times. | 

1. For Firſt St. Fohn ſayes expreſly that when the ſeventh 
King comes, he ſhall continue but a very. ſhort time, Rev.17.10. 
but the Pope of Rome has been accounted ſupream Head of the 
Church abovea 1000 years, and has claimed. his Temporal po- 
wer over all Kings and Princes above 600 years, and has _ 

| ing 
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King or Lord of Rome above 8co years. | 
2.,The ſeventh King mult be the next ro the ſixth King of Rome, 
but the next to the ſixthin Sr. Fohns dayes, was Conſtantine the 
Great, he continued but a ſhort ſpace at Rome, but removed to 
Conſtantinople, andat his death divided the whole Roman Em- 
pire into three parts between his three ſons. | 

To his eldeit fon Conſtantinms he gave Germany, France, 
Spain, Brittain, &c, His ſecond ſon Conſtans he made Em- 
perour of Rome, llyricum, Africa, &c, His third ſon Cor- 
ſtantizs was Emperour of Conſtantinople and the Ealt, 

Upon the death of the two Elder ſons, his youngeſt ſon, the 
Conſtantinopolitan Emperonr was again Emperour of Rome, 
and all its former Dominions, 

Neither did this Union laſt long, for within 50 years T heodeſs- 
# the great divided the whole Empire again the ſecond time, 
between his two ſons, to Arcadizs the eldeſt he gave Conſtan- 
tinople and the Eaſt, to Zonorixs the youngelt he gave Rome and 
the Welt. After the death of eleven Welitern Emperours, the 
Empire of Rome was again the third time devolved onthe Con- 
{tantinopolitan, as the right Heir apparent, who ſet up Exarks 
at Ravenna to keep Jraly in peace and order, and Rome was 
turned intoa ſubordinate Dukedowe, and when theſe Exarks of 
Ravenna were conquered by the Lowbards, then the Pope by 
palpable Rebellion and Uſurpation made himſelf Xing of Rome ; 
yea Alaricu King of the Gothes, Genſericus King of the Van- 
dals, Odoacer King of the Heruli, &c. were Kings of Rome 
before the Pope. So that the Pope is more likely to be the ſeven- 
teenth King of Rome than the ſeventh, 

3. Conſtantine the great muſt be the ſeventh Ring of Rome, 
becauſe he was one of a different Religion,and alſo an Emperour 
of a different Place from rhe ſixth King in St. Fohns dayes, yea 
this Conſtantine the great may paſſe for the ſeventh and Eighth, 
fora double and ſingle Emperour too, he may paſle for the 
beaſt, that was, 1s not, and yet is, at whom the World ſo much 
wondred,Rev.17. 8. 11, for he was firſt for a ſmall time King of 
Rome, after he had creed another Imperial Seat, viz. Con- 
ſtantrnople, it might have been ſaid of him, he z« nor King of 


Kome, but of an higher place for o»»n1s denominatio fit apreſtan- 
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tiori, and yet #5, becauſe hehad as much power and command 
over Rome, as any before, Now fince 'tis ſaid there are but 
ſeven Kings of Rome, and yet an eighth is mentioned, there- 
fore thoſe words [he is the eighth; and ts of the ſeventh, Rev, 
17.11.] may be interprered oze of the ſeven, or the ſame with 
the ſeventh, as Conſtantine was, 

The F-'tathens wondred at the ſeeming folly and madneſs of 
Con'tantine the Grear, in forſaking Rome, whereas Cammaillus 
was highly extollcd for his wiſlom 1n firing down to the ground 
the Town Yejz, leit the conveniences aud pleaſantneſs of Yej 
ſhould tempt the Roxwazs to leave their Antient Seat, the C:ty 
Rome. | 

If this interpretition pleaſe not, the Rowan Hiſtory informs 
us, that there was an ezghth Kings of Rome, which was a limb, 
part or member of the ſeven ſormer, there were tut ſeven com- 
plete,total,univerſal Kings of Rowe, but yet atlait there was a 
partial half or Weſtern Emperonr, Thus upon the firlt diviſion 
of the empire by Conſtantine the Great, there was an eighth or 
partial Emperour Conſtans, upon the re-union of the Empire, 
be is not, upon the ſecond diviſion by Theodoſirs, he is again, 
Honorims and his Succeflors in whoſe time the great City Rome 
was to the wonder of the world Conquered by thoſe puny in- 
conſiderable Nations of the Gothes and Vandals, &c. 

ConSantine the Great mult needs be the ſeventh King of Rome 
becauſe he governed by different Laws, and made a greater alte- 
ration in the Roman Empire than either the Conſuls, Decemviri, 
Triumvirs or Ceſars did at their changing of the Government, 
Yea all Hiſtorians and Chronologers make a nev7 era cpocha 
and date in their computation of time at thereign of ConStar- 
zine the Great; and there is this good reaſon for it, becauſe then 
the number of the BeaFt was fulfilled, Rev. 13. 18.19. And that 
nomwan miokt buyor ſell, ſave ne that bad the mark,or the name of 
the beat, or the number of his name, Here is Wiſdom, let him 
that has under&tanding count the number of the bea#k, for it us the 
2unber of a man,and his number 5 %£5. The meaning of which 
Propheſie is, that when Forty two Emperonrs ſhould have finiſh- 
cd their reign in Rome, then the number of Heathen Emperonrs 
{hould be accompliſhed, the perſecution ſhould ceaſe, and Ba- 
bylon 
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bylon ſhould fall, as may be clearly inferred from the Chapters 
immediately following, Rev. 14. 3. 6, 8. Kev. 15.23. 

For the clearing this myſtery, theſe propoſitions mult be de- 
monſtrated, | 

1. That the number of the beaFt is not 666 but 42 only, 

2, That there were 42 Emperours uf Rowe,and but 42 before 
it fell, 
' 3. In the Reign of the 43th Emperour, Rome fell, the perſe- 
cution ceaſed,and ChriFtians had joy. 

1, That the number of the beaſt is not 666. but 42 only, 
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For to interpret the number 666 is to contradict all experience 
and Hiltory of the times, in the year 607 the Pope aroſc,and in the 
year 622 ahomet,but inthe year 666 therewas no remarkable 
accident throughout the world, and no mans name could ever 
as yet be found out to exprefle this number; *tis an antient Tra- 
dition in the Church, that the word az7zvGr doth ſignifie this 
number, but the only true meaning thereof is this, that the beaſt, - 
which St. Fohn prophecyeth ofis a Latine z.e.a Roman or Italian; 
but it doth not determine, whether it be the Zatine Emperour or 
the Latine Pope, The Chri.tian Emperour of Rome was a La- 
tine, as well as the Pagan, and the good old Biſhops of Rowe 
were Latinesas well as the Pope, 

Neither can it be proved that there were 666 perſons,no more 
nor leſſe, Governours of Rome, from the very firſt foundation 
thereof to its final deſtruction. It muit be confeſſed that the nu- 
meral letters x£« do fignifie according to the Greeks ordinary 
wayof numbering 666.But thus every fool might count thenum- 
ber, and there is no myſtery or difficulty in this interpretation, 
but St. Fohn ſayes, it requires extraordinary wiſdom, a rare un- 
derſtanding to count this number, Rev. 13. 19, erit mihi magnus 
Apollo, that does it, Now the Greeks have a way of numbring 
ſometimes by their letters contrary to, and diverſe from the 
common way of numbring, as appears by Homers —_ 
F rt 
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firit book a, his ninth book «, his tenth «, his eleventh a, his 
twelfth w, &c, whereas according to the Greeks ordinary way 
of numbring * ſignifies 10, x 20, 4 30, # 40. thus Adrianus 
Amerotius ovſerves, that ſometimes among the Greeks the 
firlt letter 4 ſtands for one, and the twenty fourth letter » for 
24, ſo that the two and twentieth letter in the Greek Alpha- 
bet , may ſtand for 22, and the fourteenth letter & for 14. as 
Homer names his two and twentieth and fourteenth - book, 
and £ is the uſual figureof6 as for Example, 


" W. % 22 
22 14 6 - E 
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A compariſon between the numeral figures of Homers books 
and the chapters of Geneſis or St, Mathew, &c., will molt clearly 
evidence the Truth of this myitery, for the 22th. and the 14th. 
chapters of Geneſis, and St. Matthew are entituled y 6 and ; - but 
22th, and 14th, booxs of Homer are y and E, 

The number, the ame, and the mark of the beaſt are all mer- 
tioned together, Rev. 13. 17. 18. The beaſt is the Roman Empe- 
roar, for ſo in Daniel, the Aſſyrian, Perſian, and Greek, Em- 
Pires are called and compared to Beaſts, The mark of the Beaſt 
are thoſe Idols he ſet up to be worſhipped, ſo xapayws ſignifies ; 
A&t. 17, 29, whoſoever would not vwn the name of a Roman 
Subjett, nor worſhip his Idols ſhould neither buy nor ſell, z: e. 
have neither Life nor Liberty. Therefore the number of the 
beaſt muſt be the number of thoſe Emperours, that ſhould up- 
hold the Idolatry and perſecution of Rowe. The number of 
the beaſt is ſaid to be the number ofa man, and that mans num- 
berisy£&s i. e. that man, who fhall be the forty ſecond Empe- 
rour of Rome, ſhall be laſt of the Idolatrousperſecuting Emperonrs, 
and this the event proves true, and all Divines ſay, that Pro- 
pheſies oughtto be interpreted according to the event. 

2, The ſecond Propoſition to be demonſtrated, is, that there 
wer: 42 and but 42 Emperonrs who reigned over Rome, before 
it fell ; during the reign of 42 Emperours, Heathens "=_ the 
| way, 
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ſway, but afterward the Empire of the World fell into the” 
hands of Chriſtians, this muſt be proved by an authentick Cata+ 
logue of the Roman Emperonrs. 


Fulius Ceſar. 
Ottavius Auguſtine. 
Tiberius. 
Caligula. 
Claudius. 
Daomirjus. 
Sulpitius G alba. 
Siluius Otho. 
ttellius. 
Flavius Veſpatianus. 
Titty Veſpatianuts» 
Domittanus. 
Nerva Coccelus, 
Trajanu. 
Adrianus. 

Antoninus Piug. 
Aurelius Commodus. 
( Antoni Phileſbuc: ) 
Antoninus Commodus-» 

Pertinax. 

Didius Julianus. 
Septimius ſevere 
Baſſtams Caracalla. 


Opilius Macrinus, 
Heliog abulus. 
Alexander ſeverus, 
Zul. Maximinus. 

' Gordianus, 
Philippas Arabr- 
Decius. 

Gallus HoStlianus. 
AF miliarus Maurus. 
Valerianus. 
Gallienus. 

Flavius Claudius. 
Nuintil/ us, 
Valentius Aurelianug. 
Annius Tacitus, 
Flyrianus, 

Valerius probus, 
Carus. 
Diocleſtanus. 

Conſt antius Chlorus. 
Conſt antinus M. 


| See Heylins Geography inwhes 
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Againſt this Catalogue of Rowan Emperonrs, ſome object, 
that there were not ſo many, before Rome fell. 

I Anſwer, the oder Hiſtorians make no mention of Quin- 
tilius and Florianus, becauſe the one reigned but 17 days, and 
the other nota month, But Q@zintilius was brother and Heir 
apparent to Flavius Claudius, and ſo was Florianus to Anmus 
T acitus, and both were elected Emperours by the conſent of the 


Senate as faith Yoprſcus. 


2, Object. Others mention many more Emperours than 
theſe; 1 Anſwer, there were many more uſurpers of, and com- 
petitors for the Empire, without the conſent of the Senate, but 
yet there was but one chref prevailing Emperour; lo there were 
many Co-Emperours, and Aſſociates in the Government, yet 
they are to be accounted but for one Head or Governour of 


Rome, 


(12) 
Rome ;, even as thoſe many men in a Senate or Parliament make 
but one Senate or Parliament, 

3. Object. Others ſay, there were Chriſtian Emperours of 
Rome betore Conſtantine the. Great, as Philippus Arabs and 
Chlorus, 1 Anſwer, if Philippus Arabs was Baptized, *twas 
bit in ſecret, ſo he was but only a Nicodemian Chriftian, and 
' Chlorizs was only a great favourer of Chriitians,but none were 
publick Profeſſours and eltabliſhers of Chrittianity , before 
Conſtantine the Great. 

4. Object. There were Perſecutions after the death of Con- 
ſtantine the Great, and that Romes Pagan Idolatry revivediniHe 
reign of Fulian the Apoſtate.l Anſwer, Julian was a born, bred and 
profeſſed Chrittian ar firit,but afterward turned Apoſtate, and his 
one ſhort perſecution was but as a 1hort ſtorm in the Sumner, 
which docs not argueit therefore Winter : that was but te lait 
effort of dying Babylon, which had reccived her mortal wound 
fromCon$tantine the Great.Some Chriſtians alſo have perſecuted 
other Chriitians ſince, but the whole race of Pagan Emperours 
was then ended, and the Anticnt Chrittians in J/:zans time did 
comfort one another with this cordial, that 'cwas but a little 
Cloud or Tempeſt which would ſoon vaniſh away, even as there 
were ſome lucidarintervalla, many times of tranquillity and re- 
freſhment to the Chriſtians, before the number of Pagan per ſecu- 
ting Empcrours was fulfilled, 

3. And nowl procecd to demonſtrate the third propoſition 
that after that 4.2 Emperonrs had reigned in Rome, the number of 
the beafF was accompliſhed, and Babylor fell. : 

1. For the 43 Emperour of Rowe,ConStantine the great,was a 
profeſſed Chriſtian, and the firſt ſubverter of the Roman Empire; 
for in his reign the 1dolatrous Religion of Rome was ſuppreſſed, 
the Goſpel had its liberty tobe preached to,and heard of all Na- 
tions, the Heatheniſh Prieſts were diſplaced,and other Civil and 
Military Officers were diſcountenanced, the whole race of Pa- 
gan Emperours were extinct,and the perſecuting power of Kome 
was taken away. 

2. Conſtantinethe Great degraded Rome from being the Em- 
preſſe of the World, and made her fall down as an inferiour 
ſubject to a ſupecriour imperial City Conſtantinople, oo 
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(13) | 
he tranſported moſt of Romes magnificent antiquities and mot 
ſplendid Ornaments. 

3. He removed the Legions and Colonies of Roman Soldiers 
out of the North and Welt, into the Eaſt; to fight again{t the 
Perſians; &c, whereupon followed a moſt dreadful inundation 
of the babarous: Nations over all /taly. I 

4. He abrogated the old Roman Laws, called lex. Julia and. 
Papia, containing great commands and priviledges of a married 
life, and zealouſly promoted and encouraged a ſonaFtical and 
unmarried Hate among ChriStians, whereby the Roman Em- 
pire was ſo enſeebled and weakned through want of procreation 
of Children, that it had not Souldiers enough to encounter the 
mighty Armies of the barbarous Nations. 

5. He disbandcd the Pretorian Order (for their frequent exor- 
bitances and rebellions) which were the cheif Guardians and 
ſupporters of the Rowan Emperours, as the Fanizaries are of 
thegreat Turk, | | 

6. He divided at his death the Rowan Empire between his' 
three ſons into three parts. | | 

2. The number of the beaF is firit mentioned in the 2 laſt 
verſes of the 13 chapter of the Revelation, and in the 2d verſe 
of the 14 chapter, and no where elſe, and immediately follows 
the great joy, blcſſing, and thankſgiving of thoſe Chriſti- 
ans that had overcome the number of the beaſt, z. e, thoſe that 
ſurvived and continued Chriſtians, after that the number of 42 
Emperours had reigned in Rome. 

Yea they ſang the ſame ſong of Moſes for their deliverance 
from the Babyloniſh beaſt, which the Iſraelites did fing for their 
deliverance from the Egyptian Pharaoh at the red Sea, Rev. 14. 
2. 3.4. Rev. 15. 23. | 

Now all Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ſhews, that the firſt and great- 
eſt rejoycing of Chriſtians was in the reign of Conſtantine the 
Great, Yea this their praiſingand thanksgiving can be applyed 
tono other time what ever; for the other falls of Babylon after- 
ward by the Gothes, Vandals, &c. werecauſes not of joy but of 
greifand lamentation to Chriſtians, at that time the only inhabi- 
tants of Rome. p | | 

And now fiace.we have proved =_ Conſtantine was the "—_y 
W_ Ju 
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Rome ; even as thoſe many men in a Senate or Parliament make 
but one Senate or Parliament, 

3. Object. Others ſay, there were Chriſtian Emperonrs of 
Rome betore Conſtantine the Great, as Philippus Arabs and 
Chlorus. 1 Anſwer, if Philippus Arabs was Baptized, *twas 
bnt in ſecret, ſo he was but only a Nicodemian Chriftian, and 
 Chloras was, only a great favourer of Chriltians,but none were 
publick Profeſſours and celtabliſhcrs of Chrittianity , before 
Conſtantine the Great. ; 

4. Objeat. There were Perſecutions after the death of Con- 
ſtantine the Great, and that Rowes Pagan Idolatry revivedintHe 
reign of Fulian the Apoſtate.l Anſwer, Julian was a born, bred and 
profeſſed Chrittian at firſt, but afterward turned Apoſtate, and his 
one ſhort perſecution was but as a 1hort ſtorm in the Sumner, 
which docs not argue it therefore Winter : that was but the lait 
effort of dying Babylon, which had received her mortal wound 
fromCon#antine the Great.Some Chriſtians alſo have perſecuted 
other Chriitians ſince, but the whole race of Pagan Emperours 
was then ended, and the Anticnt Chrittians in J/:ans time did 
comfort one another with this cordial, that 'cwas but a little 
Cloud or Tempeſt which would ſoon vaniſh away, even as there 
were ſome lucidaintervalla, many times of tranquillity and re- 
freſhment to the Chriſtians, before the number of Pagan per ſecu- 
ting Emperours was fulfilled, 

3. And nowlI procecd to demonſtrate the third propoſition 
that after that 42 Emperonurs had reigned in Rowe, the number of 
the beat was accompliſhed, and Babyloz fell, 

I. For the 43 Emperour of Rowe,ConStantine the great,was a 
profeſſed Chriſtian, and the firſt ſubverter of the Roman Empire; 
for in his reign the Idelatrous Religion of Rome was ſuppreſſed, 
the Goſpel had its liberty to be preached to,and heard of all Na- 
tions, the Heatheniſh Prieſts were diſplaced,and other Civil and 
Military Officers were diſcountenanced, the whole race of Pa- 
gan Emperours were extinct,and the perſecuting power of Rome 
was taken away. 

2. Conſtantinethe Great degraded Rome from being the Em- 
preſſe of the World, and made her fall down as an inferiour 
ſubject to a ſuperiour imperial City Conſtantinople, whether 

he 
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he tranſported moſt of Romes magnificent antiquities and mo.7 
ſplendid Ornaments, | 

3. He removed the Legions and Colonies of Roman Soldiers 
out of the North and Welt, into the Eaſt; to fight againit the 
Perſians; &c, whereupon followed a moſt dreadful inundation 
of the babarous: Nations over all /aly. | 

4. He abrogated the o/d Roman Laws, called lex Julia and 
Papia, containing great commands and priviledges ofa married 
life, and zealouſly promoted and encouraged a AfonaFical and 
unmarried Hate among ChriStians, whereby the Roman Em- 
pire was ſo enfeebled and weakned through want of procreation 
of Children, that it had not Souldiers enough to encounter the 
mighty Armies of the barbarous Nations. 

5. He disbandcd the Pretorian Order (for their frequent exor- 
bitances and rebellions) which were the cheif Guardians and 
ſupporters of the Rowan Emperours, as the Fanizaries are of 
thegreat Turk, (2 

6. He divided at his death the Rowan Empire between his 
three ſons into three parts. X 

2. The number of the beaFt is firlt mentioned in the 2 laſt 
verſes of the 13 chapter of the Revelation, and in the 2d verſe 
of the 14 chapter, and no where elſe, and immediately follows 
the great joy, blcſſing, and thankſgiving of thoſe Chriſti- 
ans that had overcome the number of the beaſt, z. e, thoſe that. 
ſurvived and continued Chriſtians, after that the number of 42 
Emperours had reigned in Rome. 

Yea they ſang the ſame ſong of Moſes for their deliverance 
from the Babyloniſh beaſt, which the Iſraelites did fing for their 
deliverance from the Egyptian Pharaoh at the red Sea, Rev. 14. 
2. 3.4. Rev. 15. 23. | 

Now all Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ſhews, that the firſt and great- 
eſt rejoycing of Chriſtians was in the reign of Conſtantine the 
Great, Yea this their praiſing and thanksgiving can be applyed 
tono other time what ever; for the other falls of Babylon after- 
ward by the Gothes, Vandals, &c. werecauſes not of joy but of 
greifand lamentation to Chriſtians, at that time the only inhabi- 
tants of Rome. ; 1 | 

And now ſince.we have proved _ Conſtantine was the —_ 
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of that famous and Antient Empire of Rome, and fince for fo 

doing he is ſo much reproached and condemned by Julian Zozi- 

men and others, it coacerns Chriſtians to vindicate and juſtitie 

that holy and wiſe Emperour,from whom all Chriſtendon.e has 

received ſo much good ; therefore firſt, C.nſtant:ine the Great 

ought not to be blamed for relinquithing Rome, that antient Im- 

perial Seat, becauſc he acted only according to Divine Revelati- 
on,and the :nſtint and command of Heaven from God had com- 

manded all Chriſtians to come out of Babylon, Rev. 18. 4. whe- 

ther St. Peter ordered and appointed Rome to be the Aerropols 

of Chriſtendom, and the Bithop thereof to be ſupream head of 
the Church, caunot be proved out of Scripture; but this is cer- 

tain, that St, John after St. Peters death by Divine Revelation 
from Heaven expreſly commands all Chriſtians,both Emperours, 
Biſhops and people of Rome locally to depart out of the accur- 

ſed City, for God was reſolved on. the utter ruine of that [do- 

latrous perſecuting abominable place, and to make it an habi- 
tion of Owls, Satyres, Devils and unclean Beaſts Rev. 18.21. 

#02 

by That a ſtrong Bullwark againſt the Perſcans and other Exe- 
es in the Eaſt was neceſlary for the upholding the Rowan Em- 
pire, and that the Eaſtern: part thercof was the beft andricheſt, 
and that therefore *twas moſt fit to defend that before the poor 
Barbarous Weſt, no rational man can deny : And that Conſtan- 
tine theGreas choſe out the moſt convenient place throughout the 
whole World to make the Imperial Seat, viz. Conſtantinople, 
allCok-mographers and Travellers will juſcifie. 

3. He was as diſcreet, wife and valiant, as temperate, ſo- 
ber, and univerſally vertuous, as.induſtrious, victorious,and as: 
careful for the publick good as any of the former Ceſars,. but he- 
could not rectaint the great men of Rowe from worſhipping 
their ancient Idols,and therefore reſolves tobuild a City of pure 
Chriſtians, wherein God ſhould be worſhipped in as great glo- 
ry, freedome and purity as.he was in old: Jeruſalem. 

Inſhort,the decree in; Heaven againſt Rome, was:paſt ; andſhe 
deſerved utter deſtruction, in juſticeſhe ought to: be hated and 
abhorred, and plagued by the Univerſe, becauſe ſhe had ſo cru-. 

clly perſecutcd the Saints, and: Tyrannized over the ary 
| tne 
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the Earth ſo long, without all mercy and meafare, Rev, 18. 5, 
6.7. and it ought to be no more our wonder that the antient 
City and Empire of Rome ſhould have a fall, than that thoſean- 
tient and great Cities of Nzneveh and the Eaſtern Babylon, thoſe 
mighty and famous Empires of Afſyria, Perſia, and Greece 
ſhould come to the like ſhameful end. Yea many of the barba- 
rous Nations (as Jernazdes affirms) did proteſt, that they were 
ſeat by God, and had commands and Revelations from Heaven 
to deſtroy Rowe, *twas not without ſome extraordinary rea- 
ſon, that Arrila King of the Hunnes ſtyled himſelf the ſcourge 
of Godto laſh the where of Babylon for all her abominations. 

To conclude my former argument, all the Prophecyes that 
follow in the 14 and 15 chapters of the Revelation immediately 
after the firſt mention of the number of the beaſt in Rev. 13. 
18. 19. were fulfilled inthe reign of Conſtantine the prear, and 
therefore the number of the beaſt was then expired, for my part 
] look upon the Revelation of St. Joh,not only as a Canonical 
book, but alſo a great honour to, anda clear conviction of the 
Truth ofthe Chriſtian Religion,againſt Arhes/ts and Infidels; as 
Danicls propheſie of the riſe and fall of the Aſſyrian, Perſian, 
and Greek Monarchies was to Alexander M. and others that 
read it, a convittion of the excellency of the Jewiſh Religion, for 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of propheſie. | 
 Andif you compare the Revelation with the Hiſtory of the de- 
cayand ruine of the Roman and Conſtantinopolitan Empires,you 
may find every word thereof exactly fulfilled, only allowing 

= APOTEY expreſſions, which all Rheroriciavs count 
lawfu 

Jeſus himſelf foretold the deſtrution of the famous City of 
the Jews, Jeruſalem; and after that was performed by Titus 
Veſpatian, Jeſus reveals to St. Jobn (in the very next Emperours 
reign, Domitian, who ſent St. John into Patmes ) the deſtrn- 
H&ion of Rome. 1. Themoſt famous City of the Heathens. 2. 
He Propheſies of the Reſarreition of Chriſtians,and of their poor, 
low,perſecuted condition to great Riches and Honour, Rev, 20. 
3. That the Empire and Government of the World ſhould ſhort- 
ly fall into the hands ofChriſtians,ſoas they ſhould reign, rule and 
get the upper hand and Dominion over thoſe Heathens, that had 

G 3 | ſo. 
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to cruelly and inhumaniely perſecuted and domineer'd over them . 
ſo long before, Rev. 20. 2,3, 45,6. 4. *Tis farther propheſyed, 
that this Empire reigning,and fitth Monarchy ofChriſtians ſhould 
continue a 1000 years. 5. That after a 1000 years reigning 
Gog Magog ſhould make war againſt, and overcome the Sunts, 
Rev. 20.7.8. Now that St Johns Revelation is to be expound- 
cdas a Rhetorical Propheſie, or Prophetical Hiſtory of the future 
ſtate of Rome, Chriſtendom,and Turky,Iſhall now demonſtrate 
by the event. The Empire of Chriſtendom began in Conſtantine 
the great,and ended in Conſtantinus Paleologus.Gog Magog 1s the 
Turk, who came out of Farrary gr Scythiathe Countrey of Ma- 
gog,and after the recovers ciianerigning were expitcd, 
1 ſay,about the next age, the Tarks conquered the beloved and 
imperial City of Chriſtendom, Conſtantinople, which the primi- 
tive Chriſtians built on purpoſe for their Chriſtian Emperour to 
reign in, out of their detcſtation of 1delatrons bloody Rome, An, 
310.Conſtantine the great, the firſt Chriſtian Emperour, began his 
reign : An. 1300 thecheif Family of the Twrks, the Oguzian or 
Otroman line, began thcir Sultany at Saguta, and their war a- 

Sainſt the Chriſtians. An. 315 Conſtantinople the Imperial Ci- 
ty of Chriſtendome was built.An. 1452 *T was totally conquered 
by the Turks; Conſtantinople indeed was beſieged-and much en- 
damaged by the Scythians in the reign of Anaſtatins, and again 
by the Saracens in the dayes of Les Iſaurus, the Latines alſo 
poſſeſſed the ImperialThrone thereof 60years,but the Latine Em:- 
perours were Chriſtians,as well as the Greeks,:znd were not Aa- 
£ogs off-ſpring, but Conſtantinople was never taken,and the Em- 
perour thereof totally overcome,but by the Turks under Afaho- 
met the great,An. 14.52:ſ0 that the Chriſtians held the cheifCity of 
the world about 1130 years. The Jewiſh and Chriſtian Prophets, 
took no notice of the petry Empire of Germany, of thoſe ſmall 
Kingdoms of England, France,or Sparn,&c.but cheifly Prophefi- 
cd of the grand Aonarchies of the World,and they are ix, 1, The 
Aſſrian,2. Perſian,z.Greekgq..Roman,y .The Empire of Chriſten- 
dom or Conſtantinopolitan, and 6 the Empire of Gog /agog the 
Turkor Tartarian. Gog Magog now flouriſhes more. than allthe 
Sons of Noabbeſides. For not only Tartary and Txrky 1s now in 

Gog Magogs poſleſſion butalſo thoſe vaſtEmpires of Perſia and 
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China have been conquered by him. Yea the great fogul reckons himfelf 
the 1oth. from that molt woidcrful conquerour of the Ealt, Tamerlaina 
Tartarian,Thegreat Turk alſo has gotten a large footing in theYenerian 
and GermanDominions,& there is a firm League made between the Em- 
perour of Turky & the great Cham of T artary that the great Chamof T ar- 
tary thall aid tne Turk with 60000 Souldiers on all occaſions, and if the 
maleline of the Orromans fail, the Cham of Tartary ſhall be Emperour of 
Turky.UnderGog Aazos Chriitians now ſuffer a ſecond death,z.e.oppre- 
on, perſecution and milery, as their firſt death was under the Heathen 
Romans, How long Gog Aagog ſhall proſper we can't determine, bur 
we have Propheſies that heallo {hall be deſtroyed, St. John ſayes, fire 
from Heaventhall devour him, Rev. 20. 9. and then Chriitians may ex- 
pect a ſecond Reſurrection and reigning, after which there ſhall beno 
third death, Rev.20.13. and more glorious times yay be hoped for 
hereafter, than ever Chriſtians enjoyed before, Rew 21. and 22. chap. 
for Chriſts Kingdome is an univerſal Ringdome,and of his Dominion 
there ſhall be no end, Dan. 7.27. And to me. it ſeems ſtrange that rhzx 
Pr ophe cybeingof ſuch great concernment to Chriſtians and Turks, that 
neither of them ſhould urderitand or take more notice of it btfore.. 

1. From what hath been ſaid, hencelT inferre that the Chiliaſts opin;- 
01 is both vainanderroneous, for the firlt ReſurreCion of Chriſtians and 
their Millennium of reigning, is pait long ago; becauſe Gog Alagog is 
already come,and yet he was not to come till the Chri-tians;had reigned 
a 1000 years, andno Hitory records, no eyeever ſaw, no ear ever 
heard, that any of the Chriſtian Saints and Martyrs bodies roſe out of 
their Graves and lived on earth again; or that the body of Chriſt de- 
ſcended from Heaven to reign on a Throne on Earth, Therefore the firſt 
Reſurreition of the Saints mult be interpreted according to.the ſence of 
that Reſurrection promiſed to the Jews, Ezek.. 37. 1. to 15. where the 
Iſraclites being in an hopeleſle diſtreſſed condition are compared to dry 
bones without life, but God promiſes to bring them out of their Graves, 
and to put his ſpirit into them, and make them live again, and become a 
great Army,and return into the Land of //rae/. Now noneof thoſe Jews 
that were ſlain; dyed, and were buricd in Graves in Babylon, ever lived 
again or returned to theLand of 7/7ael,but only their poſterity or ſurviv- 
'ing brethren. A deſperate,belpleſſe,diſtreſſed condition is called inScripture 
death, Exod. 10, 17. Pſalm 88. 3, 4,5. 2 Cor. 11.23. therefore the 
firtt Reſurreion of Chriſtians mult be their firſt deliverance from the 
Heathens Perſecution, and oppreſſion, and baniſhment in the reign of 
Conſtantine the Great, who was the firlt lifter 'up of the m_ and 
424); | . carts _.. 
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" and Woes denounced againſt Rome for her Idolatry, perſecutions,and 
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Hearts of Chriſtians who made Chriſtians Governors of Cities,Generals 
of Armies, and Prielts of Churches, In the firſ# four Monarchies of the 
World, Heathen Kings and Prieſts bore the ſway,but under the fifth A1o- 
zarchy the Saints polleſſed the Kingdom,and held the Government of the 
chief places of the World in their own hands above a 1000 years. 

2. Hencel inferre that that Babylon which St. John Propheſied againſt, 
is fallen above a 1000 years ago,for firit Gog Mages is come,and he was 
not to come till Chriitians had reigned a 1000 years,and *twas impoſſi- 
ble for Chriſtians to riſe and reign,till Babylons power was fallen. 

2.About az.315.when Conſtantine the great ſet the Imperial Crown 
on Byzantium,then was Rome degraded,about ano. 4.10. Rome was moſt 
ruinouſly ſacked,and fired down to the ground by the Gorhes, & again a. 
4.55. by the Yandals,andas the Chaldean Babylon was ſaid to be fallen, 
when 'twas takenand its Empire was tranſlated to the Perſians by the 
grand Cyrus, although that Babyloz continues itil] a famous City called 
Bagaet; ſo though Rome be yet a great City yet ſhe has been often made 
deſolate and naked, for her ſeven Heads have been cut of long ago,and 
her Empire quite gave up the Ghoſt upon the death of Auguſtas,before 
anno 50O. = thoſe ten (trange Kings which ſhould be the deſtruction of 
Rome, molt of their names and Kingdoms are utterly periſhed : laſtly 
thefalling away of the Nations from the Rowan Empire is paſt, 2 Theſſ. 
2, 3,4 and began about Arno 36 5 about which time was a moſt omin< 
ous, prodigious Earthquake,and the water ſwelled higher in the Houſes 
and Mountains; then and ſhortly after happened the dreadful inundati- 
on of Barbarous Nations over the Roman Empire, as Gothes, Hunns, 


| Pandals, Almaines, Quades, Pitts, Scots, Saxons, Heruli, Alan, 


L-ombards, Franks, &c. over-run like ſwarms of Locuſts all Remes 
Territories. Yea if you interpret St. Pauls falling away of Chriſtians 
from the Faith, Mabomet obſerved and affirms that in his time there was 
the greateſt Apoſtacy of Chriſtians into Zereſie, Idolatry, and Pro- 
phaneneſs, more fattions and diviſions than ever were known before; 
and pretends this to be the grand reaſon that moved him to make a new 
model of Religion, to unite all men of all Religions and humovrs what- 
ever,under his Banner. In ſhort Anricbriſ# that man of fin, is already 
revealed, the Roman Emperour, that hindred his coming, is fallen long 
ago, therefore the grand falling away in 2 Theſſ: 2. 3,4. is already paſt, 

Some fay Pagan'Rome is fallen, but not Chriſtian Rome. I Anſwer, 
Rome was never taken and deſtroyed fince St. Fohns dayes, but when 
*ewas totally Chriſtian: and this is the great wonder why thoſe Plagues 
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ether wickedneſſes,fhould fall upon the Heads of Chriſtians?to which 1 
anſwer, that at the deſtruttion of Rome, the reaſon why the (Chriſtians 
then the only inhabitants thercof, )ſuffered ſo much,wag their own fault; 
either theirignorance of theProphecyor their unwillingnels to leave their 
old Habitation,for they wereall commanded by God locally ro depart our 
of Babylon leit they ſhould be partakers of their puniſhments, Rev.18.4. 
If Lot had not run out of Sodomhe had been burnt with the Sodomites; 
" if Tobias had notleft Niniveh, as his Father Tobir commanded him, he 
mult have ſuffered with the Nzinivites. Thus a voice from Heaven warn- 

_ ed the Chriſtians to fly out of beſieged Feruſalem to Pella,i, e. to Greece 
the Country of the Fuvenis Pellawns, Alexander M. where God intend- 
ethto ſet upan Empire of Chriſtians: therefore all the Chriftians in 
Rome ſhould have fled outof that accurſed place, with their Emperour 
Conſtantine the great ;, for God was reſolved to revenge on her all the 
blood of his Saints, and with Fire and Sword utterly to bring her to 
perpetual deſolation, Therefore we may better dittinguiſh between 
Imperial Rome, and Papal Rome; Imperial Rome both Pagan and: 
Chriſtian is fallen totally, but Papal is not; yet the Pope though he 
continues ſtill a mighty Prince, yet he alſo has received a dreadful: 
wound by Luther, Calvin, and Cranmer, &Cc. 

3. Hencel inferre that St. Zehz did not primarily and intentionally 
direct his Prophecy againtt the Pope and Papal Rome, but againlt Im- 
perial and Pagan Rome, for St. Fohu ſays, Rev. 1. and c,22.that he Pro- 
pheſiesof things that mult ſrorrly come to paſſe, and now tis about 1500! 
years ſince St.Zohnsdays writting,and yet the Popecontinues in great Po- . 
wer;and not likely to fall totally,as yet. 2. Papal Rome ſtands not upon 
- Hills, but fince 'twas burnt by the Gothes and Yaxaal:,tis new built on 
Campus Martins, nearer the River T ibris : ſo that Papal Rome is a new: 
different City from old Rome 1n St. Fohr dayes, neither is the Pope one of 
the 7 Heads of Rome,but one that cut off her Head. But yet theCharacter 
of the Whore Baby/on and the Beaſt that ſhe rides on,may ſecondarily by 
way of ſimilitude and Analogy be applyed to Papal Rome and the Pope, 
even as whatfoever was written tothe Jewiſh and Apoſtolical Churches 
primarily,intentionally, and directly, was alſo written for our inſtructi- 

on, upon whow the ends of the World are come. 

And if Papal Rome be guilty of the ſame fins and wickednefs, that 
Pagan Rome is reproved for in Scripture, then ſhe muſt expect to par- 
take of the ſame Plagues and puniſhments; yea tis already viſible, that 
the Nations are in part already fallen away from the Pope, as they did 
formerly from the old Roman Emperonr, the Engliſh, Scots, 1riſh, —_— 
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Danes, Swedes, with a great part of Germany and France, are revolted 
from the Popes juriſdittion and Religion, The Pope looks jultlike the 
Emperours Ape, for as the Emperours of Eaſtern and Weſtern Babylon 
were inſatiably Covetous and Ambitious to graſp all the Kingdoms of 
the Earth into their fiſts, ſo the Popes of Rome challenge univerſal and 
ſupreme power over all Churches and Nations in Chriſtendome; and 
as they were the chief promoters and Patrons of Idolatrics, and molt 
cruel perſecutors of thoſe Saints, rhat refuſed to Worſhip their Ido's, 
ſo are the Popes. And this is the only difference between the Pagar 
Romans, and the Papal Romans, They Worſlhipped dead Heathens, as. 
Mars, Apollo Venus, Minerva, Theſe worſhip dead Chriſtians,as the Yir- 
gin Mary, St. Peter and other Saints; they made to themſelves and 
prayed to images of God, theſe images of Holy Men and Women, ſo for 
their perſecutions there is this difference, the Heathens perſecuted all 
Chriitians in gzneral, but the Pope in the general is a Chriitian,andonly 
perſecutes ſome particular Chriitians, that are oppoſite to lis particu- 
lar opinions and Factions. Papal Rome is now become a Whore, as 
well as old Babylon, and has made her ſelf and the Kings of the Earth 
drunk with the blood of the Saints: her Churches are full of Idols, and 
her Streets of abominable Stews. ; 

4. The Character of the Beaſt of Babylon cannot be applyed to Ma- 
bomet, for Mahomet is no Idolater, neither are any of his Succeſſors that 
have eſpouſed his Religion, in any probability of conquering the City, 
or altering the Religion of Rowe. Some ſay that Conſtantinople is builr 
on 7 Hills, but 'twasnot ſo in St. Fohns time, 'twas then but poor By- 
zantium, neither did it then reignover all the Kings of the Earth, nei- 
ther can Conſtantinople now be called the great Whore and Mother of 
Harlots, as Babylon is called, Rev. 17.4.5. for the Turks abhorre all 
Worſhipping of, or by Images. 

5. Though the beaſt of Babylon be primarily and molt properly the: 
Pavan Emperour of Rowe, and though he was an Antichriſt becauſe of. 
a contrary Religion to Chriſt, yet he was not the grand or worſt Anti- 
chrift, for he perſecuted in the Apoſtles dayes, but the grand Antichriſt 
propheſied of by St. Fohr, and St. Paul was not to appear till the laſt 
dayes, after the Apoſtles death, And 'twas the uſual practice of the pri- 
mitivecChriſtians to pray for the continuance of the Roman Empire, 
becauſe they feared worſe times afterwards, under Antichriſt ;and *twas 
the general belief of the Chriſtian Churchin all ages, that the worſt An-: 
tichriſt ſhould ariſe upon the fall of the Rowan Emperonr,this opinion is: 
grounlcd on St. Pauls Prophecy, 2 Thefſ. 2. 6, 7. The myſtery of iniqui-' 
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ty doth already work, only he who now letteth, will let,until he be taken out 
' of the way, and then ſhall that man of ſin be revealed, i. e. there were 
- then ſome ſons of Belial plotting and contriving in their own braines a 
new model of Religion in oppoſition to Chrittianity, tut the Roman 
Emperour conſidering how many of his ſubjects were dayly nuidered 
for their fidelity,and conitancy in the Chrittian Religion,in point of pru- 
dence and policy he would nor ſuffer another new Religion to be'broached 
in his Dominions, as longas he abode in full power ard Authority, for 
fear of another mortality of his Subjects, and another oppolition of his - 
own Religion, Since then the /#perial Scepter is departed from Rome, 
we may ſafely conclude that the grand Anrichriſt is come, for the Pa- 
gan, Eaſtern and Weſtern Emperours of Rome are all long ago expired 
as for the German Emperour, he is but of a late extraction, the ſucceſ- 
ſour of the French Charles the great, neither has he now any Power or 
Sovereignty over /raly, nor ſo much as one Town or Cattle, or one 
Foot of Land in Jraly, the. Emperours Rodolphis Habſpurgenſis and 
Vinceſlaus were the laft, who ſold and gave away all their polleſſions 
and right; in Jraly. The lot then is fallen between the Pope and Mabomer, 
for they both roſe upon the decay of the Roman Emperor, and bothroſe 
almoſt together, the Pope an, 607. and Mahomet an. 622. 

But the beſt way to determine this controverſic is to conſider, to 
whom the definitions, anddeſcriptions of the grand Antichriſt in ſacred 
Scripture do mot directly and molt properly agree. Now 1. St. 
Fobns definition of Antichriſt does properly belong to MMahomer.- 1 Fohu 
2.22.23. heisthe Antichriſt that denyes the Father and the Son, which 
words yay + that the very eſſence and chief Character of the grand An- 
zichriſt conſiſts in this,viz. indenying that Godhas a Son and in denying 
that Chriſt is the Son of God, Now all Nations(as Plutarch obſerved) 
worſhipped God by the name of Father, as Zupiter, Marſpiter merig 
erſeorrs Bearre,and if you conſult the ſuffrage, and conſent of Nations, 
you ſhall find it the Creed of the Univerſe (before MMabomet aroſe) that 
God hasaSon. So the Hebrew, and Chaldeans believed Prov. 30. 4. 
Dan..4. 35. The Greeksand Latines commonly ſtyled famous Heroes 
Sons of Fove. : 

But Mabomer perceiving, that the Chriſtian Religion was built onthis 
fundamental principle, that Feſus Chriſt was not begot by man but was 
truly the Son of God, and conſidering alſo that he himſelf was but the 
Son of a mean obſcure man, and leſt he ſhould be forced to acknowledge 
Cbriſt to be his better and Superiour in birth and worth, he therefore 
rains all his wit and policy, to undermine this Article of the Chriſtian 
D Religion 
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Religion above all others, affirming it impoſſible, thit God ſhould have 
a Son without grantinga Goddeſſe, yea in his Alcoran he not only de- 
nyes Chriſt to be Gods Son, but alſo derides and cenſures Chri#:ans, 
as Tritheites and Polytheiſtes for worſhipping the ſacred Trinity, Bur 
I know no Proteitants, that ever accuſed the Pope of denying the Trini- 
ty and the Divine Sonſhip of Chriſt, neither is it ſaid that he is Anti- 
chriſt whodenies Chriſts Offices, but who denics his Divine Sonſhip,. 
or who denies the Father Son and Holy Ghott, 

2. St. Pauls prophetical deſcription of the grand Antichriſt moſt ex- 
atly belongs to Mahomer, 2 Theſſ. 2,345... 1. For firit Mavomer oppo- 
ſed and exalred himſelf againſt,” and above all that 1s called God, and wor- 
thipped (i. e. not only all the /d{ gods whom the Heathens called Gods 
and worſhipped) but alſo againſt Moſcs and Chriſt who are called Gods 
in Scripture, Exod. 4.16. Exod. 7.9, For he magnified and boaſted 
of himſelf, as a greater Prophet than Moſes and Chriſt, and he was the 
only impoſtor, that ever had the daring impudence to deviſe and ct up- 
another zew Rel:gi0n indirect oppoſition to Chritts, . and all other ways 
of Divine worſhip in the world. | 

1. Now that thoſe words (all that. is called God and Worſhipped) are 
not to be interpreted mwamxos of civil Magittrates or Temporal Kings, 
nor exxanmeines of Bilhops and Prieſts, but 9onozmms of objetts or elſe 
Modes of Divine Worſhip, I thus demonitrate; firit the Greek word 
(for all that is Worſhipped) is oiCacus, now the Athenian ozfacuara (for 
whichthe City is ſaid to be xgreiJoacs wholy given to Idolatry, and for 
which the people are ſaid to be Sundupwriceegr too ſuperſtitious, or too 
great worſhippers of Demons.) werenot the Areopagites Magiltrates or 
Prieſts of Athens, but thoſe Idols whom they worſhipped, As 17. 16.. 
23.0rtheir manner of adoration, and modes of devorion. 

2.St. Pauls words are moſt plainly paraphrazed by Daniels prophecy 
of Antiochus Epiphanes Ch. 11.36. to 40. Heis faid tocxalt and mag- 
niſy himſelf above every God of the heathens and the God of Gods i, e.the 
true God of{ſrach, and tofet upa zew God of Mahuzzim tobe worlhip- 
ped,in oppoſition to all other Gods, ſo did Senacharib, 1fa. 36. 19, 20. 
ſo did Nebuchadnezzar Dan. 3, 14.to 19. mt 

3. Tknow many apply theſe words to' the Popes exalting himſelf 

aboveall Kings and Biſhops in Thriſtendome, therefore { ſhall prove, 
that Supremacy in Chirch and State does not-formally of it ſelf argue a: 
perſon Anrichrsft. For as the King of Englandismall cauſes, and over. 
all perſons within his dominions;lupream head and Governour, ſo was 
Conſtantine the great and Theodoſins the Great, and many _ = 
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Chriſtian Emperours ſupream and Univerſall Governours over all the 
Roman world. So King. David and Solomon &c, Had the ſupream 
powcrover all the prieſts andprinces inIſrael, yea ſometimes alſo it hap- 
pened, that the High prielt of Iſrael or Judah was ſupream over all in 
that Church and ſtare, as Es JMartathias, yet none ever had the impu- 
dence or ignorance to call any of theſe Antimoſes or Aztichriſts for they 
were all excellent Saints, 

4. Atthat ſametime when St, Paul wrote this Epiſtle to the Theſlalo- 
nians, the pagan Emperour of Rome the vileſt Monſter of Mankind did 
moſt proudly and tyrannically exalt himſelf above, and oppoſe all the 
kings and princes of the Earth, and depoſed, perſecuted and murdred all 
good Biſhops and prieits at his lawlefle pleaſure, and therefore St. Paul 
muit propheſy of another ſort of lawltfſe oppoſer and exalter of himſelf a- 
gainit and above all that is called God and all wayes of worſhip. Now 
no other Irpoſtor in the world ever made himſelfa greater prophet than 
Meofes or Chriſt, or broacheda new religion in contempt and defyance 
of all other religions, but Mahomer only, 

5. If the Popes proud exalting himſelf aboveall Emperours and Kings 
does formally of it ſelf denominate and render him the grand Antichriſt 
then Gregory. 7, alias Pope Hildebrand muſt be the firſt Antichriſt, al- 
though there were ahove go Popes of Rome before him from Boniface the 
third, and before this Boniface there were above 60 Biſhops of Rome. 

For this Pope Hildebrand was the firlt Pope,that challenged temporal 
ſupremacy. overall princes and kings in Chriſtendome about an : 1073, 
but ſurely Antichriit was come many hundred yeares before, becauſe the 
Roman Empire, was fallen long before that time, yea and bad ſuffereda' 
double tranſlation, firſt from Italy to Greece, ſecondly from Greece to 
Germany, | 

Neither can this text be applyed to the Popes exalting himſelf above 
all Biſhops and Preiſts in the Church, for Preiſts are not called Gods in 
Scripture as Kings are, therefore Gregory the great his calling the Pa- 
triarch of Conſtantinople the forerunner of Antichriſt for aſſuming the 
title of Univerſal Biſhop, muſt be taken with a grain of Salt;for doubtlefle 
*rwas farre from the intentions of that good Emperour Mauritzzs to ſet 
up Antichrsfe, .doubtleſſe *twas far from the thoughts of that holy Pa- 
triarch Fohn Fejunator (ſo called for his frequent faiting) to deſtroy 
Chriſtianity or to ruine the Church. | a 

Therefore upon ſerious conſideration, I believe that Gregory the Great 
either ſpake paſſionately, out ofſelf intereſt and indignation, that the /are 
upſtart Biſhop of Conſtantinople ſhould overtop the ancient Biſhop of 
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Rome, or he ſpake Prephetically, for it may be inferred from Grevories 
calling him the forc-runner of Antichri#, that twas his, and the Churches 
belict in thoſe dayes, that Azrichri## was not then come, but yet ſhortly 
expected, Ando it came to paſſe, for in the Reign of Heraclius, the 
ſucceſſour of Phcas, the ſucceſſour of MManritins, about 30 years after 
Gregory, the Antichriſt, i.e, Makhomet appeared. But this is undoubted 
truth which Gregory ſpake, that che title of Univerſal Biſhop ſavoured 
too much of Luciferian pride and arrogance, and that none of his prede- 
ceſſors at Rome ever uſurped it before. For twas an innovation in Church 
Government, and a meer temporal donation of the Emperour. Aſau- 
ritizs gave it firſt to the Patriarch of ConF#antinople, the next Emperour 
Phocas gave it to the Biſhop of Rowe, You will now demand, whoſe 
right it was? I anſwer, it can't be. proved by the word of God to be the 
right of either : yea Chriſt ſharply reproves his diſciples for ſtriving 
who ſhould be the greateſt among them, But this I ſay, that the Pope of 
Romehas had more wit and better luck to keep what he had gotten, then 
the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, and by the don tions of ſome Emperours 
and other great Friends, and by his crafty politick taking advantages. of 
the neglects and weakneſs of other Emperours, the Pope is now become 
- the richeſt, and moft Potent of all Biſhops in Chritendome, ſo that the 
Popes temporal and eccleſiaFtical ſupremacy onght not to be accounted any 
matter of Conſcience, or piece of religion, but only a thing of Fortune 
and Favour in this world, and tis held only by Policy and Power. And 
as long as the King of En91and holds the ſword in his own harid, he need 
not fear that he ſhall be guilty of tranſgreſſing any one of Gods Laws by 
keeping the Pope out of Eng/and : For the Pope was not made univerſall 
Biſhop over the Church of Chriſt, till about ten years after Gregory the 
Great,ſent St. Auſtin to convert the Engliſh, anno 595. 

And the firſt time the Pope uſurped the temporall Lordſhip of Rowe, 
was, when the Exarchate of Ravenna was wholly overthrown by the 
Lombards.For then the Conſtantinopolitan Emperour had no Governours 

left in /raly, but Biſhops only. | 
_ Aﬀterwards Pope Gregory 2 proved adownright rebell againſt the Em- 
perour Leo Iſaurns, for the Pope excommunicated him out of the Church, 
and forbad the 7ralians to yield any homage, allegeance, or tribute to him, 
becauſe he ſuppreſſed Images and Saint-worſhip inthe Eaſt. | 

Afterward Pope Adrian the firſt ſets up a new Emperour of the V Veſt, 
Charles 2, who with his Father King Pzpir, and his Grandfather 
Charles Martel, having conquered the Lombards in Ttaly, gave 7 = 
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Lands of the exarchate of Ravenna, Urbine, Ancona, Spoleto &c, t6th® 
Biſhoprick, of Rome, Tne Countefle Matilda added Ferrara and other 
Lordſhips. And doubtleſſe Contanrine M, and many other good Chriſti- 
ans did long before give large gifts and revenues to the Biſhops of Rome, 
for that State and Glory they lived in,and thoſe valt charges and expenſes 
they were at, in ſending and receiving Embaſſes to and from all parts of 
Chriiteadome, could not be maintained without great donations and 
poſſeſſions, When the French had thus rayſed and promoted the Pope 
to great honour,riches and power, he ſtood in feare and awe of none but 
the Emperours of Germany ; Out of their hands therefore they firſt Ex- 
torted the whole power of /zveſt:rares, then by ſubtle contrivances for- 
ced them art lalt to relinquiſh [raly, and afterwards, perceiving that their 
power and auchority would grow {tronger by the Emperours weaknes, 
they granted royall prorogatives to the tributary Princes of Germany to- 
prevcntall future inſurrection of the Emperours againſt the inſulting 
tyranny of Papal Rome, Then the Popes growing proud with their a- 
bundance of riches and honour they began to uzbiſhop themſelves, neg- 
leing religion, and the care of ſouls, and to turn altogether Srates-mern 
and Polititians and Sonldiers for the advancement of their worldly wealth 
and pompe, and at laſt came to that inſolence-and impudence as totram- 
ple upon crownes and Scepters, to inſult overall Emperours and Kings, 
the works of the imperious whoriſh woman of Babilon, Thus not vindicat- 
ing in the leait meaſure the popes. wickedneſs, we have laid the grand 
Antichriftianiſme at Mahomets dore, and there are reaſons enough and 
enough for our caſting off the Pope, without making him the grand An- 
tichriſt. 

$6 gf IO isdeſtribed 2 Theſ. 2.4. Sitting in the temple of God, 
as God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God, Indeed thoſe Pagan Emperonrs 
Caligula and Dieclefian clad themſelves in ſuch majeſtick glorious ha- 
bits of the heathens Gods, and their images were ſet up in the temples 
tobe adored as Gods, but this was before the time of AntichrifFs appear= 
ing, for the Roman empire was moſt potent and flouriſhing in Dzocleſtans 
Yeigne, and to fit as God, 1s not to be worſhipped, but toact like the - 
prince of Tyrus, Ezek, 2,3, becauſe thy heart us lifted up ,and thou baſt ſaid ' 
I am God, [ ſit in the ſeat of God, yet thou art a man and not god;though 
thou haſt ſet thine heart, as the heart of God, behold thou art wiſer than 
Damel ec. | 

Thus A1ahbomet thought himſelf as wife as God, of greater knowledge 
and underſtanding than any man, for he pretended to have inventeda 
better way ofdivine worſhip, wiſer laws,and a moreexcellent —_— 
than 
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than 2oſes or Chriſt preſcribed, Or as the prince of Tyrus thought him- 
ſelf invincible, ſo Mahomet thought himſelf as ſtrong, was as bold,cou- 
rageous, and fearcleſs ofany harm or Enemies, as if he had been God al- 
wighty, for he undertook to oppoſe all men of all religions on earth, 
both Heathens, Fewes and Chriſtians, In ſhort he promulged his Alcoran 
with as much confidence and commanding authority, asif the mouth of 
the Lord had ſpoken it, and that not privately in by-corncrs, but publick- 
ly in the open temples that were conſecrated to the Godof Chriſtians. In 
ſhort, he pretended ro be ſent by God, and invelited with the authority of 
God, as Moſes and Chriſt indeed were; and as Chriſt and his apotltles 
preached the Goſpel in the Temple of the Jews and heathens, ſo Aſaho- 
»et turnes the Chriltian churches into Moſques, and therein teaches and 
celebrates another religion contrary to Chri/?5,as in all places of his con- 
quelt is viſible. 
Tis obſervable that the firſt four monarchies of the earth, were erect- 
ed out of the church, by heathens, in Idolatrous places, but the grand 
Antichriſtian monarchy was to be ſet up in the church i.e. in the midit of 
Chriſtians. And I know ſome from theſe words infer that Antichrſ muſt 
_ bean Apoſtate Chriſtian; tis certain Mahomerts father was an heathen, 
and his mother a Jew, and ahomet was neither Circumciſed in his 
infancy, till by Abdalla the Few, nor baptized, till by Sergius the Monk, 
a lictle before the publiſhing of his Alcorar, yet ſome Hiltorians ſay he 
was a Gnoftick, Chriſtian, and that he was well verſed in the Scripture 
appeares by his frequent quotations and contradictions thereof, and the 
Saracens ( who received the Chriſtian faith-in- the reign of the Empe- 
rour Yalens ) were the firſt revolters to and chiefe promoters of Maho- 
metaniſme. : 
But I cannot ſee any reaſon from Parls words to beleive that Ants- 
chriſt b imſelf ſhould be an Apoſtate Chriſtian,but that there ſhould bean 
Apoltacy before or upon his coming, and that he ſhould reſide and reign 
in Chriſtian places, and ſhould teach his wicked Doctrine in the very 
Temples of God as the Mahometans do in the Greek and the other Eaſt- 
ern churches, and that he ſhould make aſhew as if he had the Authority 
_ of God, by pretending to be the Supreame Lawgiver and wor ſhip- orderer 
of the whole world. | | 
3. Tis propheſied,. that Antichriſts coming ſhould be with great 
power and lying wonders, Now all kzow, that Mahomet made way 
for his religion, not by convincing reaſon, or power of the Spirit, but 
by the power of theſword and mighty armies, and though he never pre- 
tended todivine miracles, as 3oſes and Chrif, yet he uſed many cun- 
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ning tricks and jugling deluſions, for having by his drunkenneſs and 
whoring brought upon himſelf molt grevious Epileptick fits, to excuſe 
the infamy thercof, he told his wife, that the Angel Gavriel appeared 
to him in ſuch majeity, as caſt him into that conſternation and foaming. 

He had alſo trained upa young Prdgeon to pick Peaſe out of hiscar, 
which when he publiſhed his A/corar, he pretended was the Holy Ghoſt 
ſent from Heaven to reveal the mind and will of God tohim. About 
this Pidgeons neck, he hanged a piece with this inſcription in golden 
letters, he that can put a Yoke on the Bulls neck, let himbe King, The 
Bll which 14ahomer had tamed long before, hearing his Matters voice 
preſently ruſhes in amonglt the People with the A/corar about his horns,, 
and layes his Head in his Maſters lap quietly, to be yoked by” him, 
which the ignorant pcople admiring, forthwith. proclaimed. him Xing 
and Gods greateſt Prophet, above Moſes and Chrilt. | - 

Ard efter his death his body was placed in an zroz cheſt at Merea, 
which was drawn up to the top of the vault, and itill hangsas it were in 
the Air by vertuve of a great Loaditone placed in the topor roofe of the 
Fabrick by Art, on purpoſe to delude vulgar apprehenſions. 

He is the grand Antichriſt, that has done the greatelt miſchief to- 
Chriſts Church and Religiva. And the greatelt blow and wound that 
ever Chriſtendom reccived from any Sect of men, was from the Sword 
and Alchoran of Mahomet, for his Religion and Armies have over-run. 
almoſt all 4faand Africa and a great part of Exrope, and that which is 
molt to be lamented, is, that all thoſe famous places of Chr:/ts Birth, Life 
and Death, Feruſalem and all Fudea, yea all thoſe renowned Churches 
to whom the Apoitles dedicated all their Epiltles, as Corinth, Galatia,, 
Epheſus, Philippi, Coloſfſe, Creete, Theſſalomca , &c. ( except the 
Church of Rome) are all flaves and Apollates to Mahomer, yea all 
Egypt, Afſyria, Perſia, India, Arabia, Barbary, Greece, &c.. are 
now under the Antichriltian yoke. 7 

And what though Mahometans commend Chriſt as a good man and 
true Prophet,yet Mahomet is extolled as a better and greater Prophet ;, 
what though Chriltianity be tollerated, connived at among them, yet 
"tis deſpiſcd as an inferiour ſubordinate and worſer Religion than Maz 
homets, andis in all places of their Conquelts thruſt out. of the chick 
and beſt Temples of God, 

As for that common opinion that 7dolarry is.a neceſſary ingredient of 
the grand Antichriſtianiſme, we have proved already, that the Jews and 
Mahometans are formally Antichriſts and yet they abhorre all appea- 
rance of Idolatry. And ſecondly, the grand: Antichrilt muſt be a _ 
| an 
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and wickeder oppoſer of Chriſt, than thoſe Idolatrous Heathens in the 
Apoſtles dayes. Therefore thoſe that maintain that the Pope is the 
grand Antichrilt, muſt alſo maintain that the Pope (though a Chriſtian) 
1s of a more contrary Religion to Chriſt than Mahomct:; and that the 
Papilts arc worſe Idolaters than the Heathens that ſacrificed to Yen, 
Bacchus or Apollo; and that the Papiſts who will dye for Chriit, are 
worſe than the Jews who killed Chriſt, But ſurely Religion (though 
mingled with ſome corruptions) is better than no Religion, and thoſe 
that worſhip Chriſt (though in an erroneous way) are better than 
thoſe, that do not worſhip Chriſtatall, However the reformers of the 
Church of England have thorowly to the utmoſt of their knowledge and 
power,aboliſhed all the errours and corruptions of the Church of &ome ; 
And therefore are no wayes lyable to the charge of Antichriſttianiſme 
( As God willing ſhall be ſhewed ſhortly in my defence of the reno wned 
Cranmer.) | 
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